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By this time, we were within a few kilometres of Noumea,
and a few canoes rigged with white sails came out to escort
us in. There was great excitement and shouting between
the natives in the canoes and those of our crew. It ap-
peared that we were long given up as lost in Noumea.
Everybody was certain that the 'corsair5 (raider) had got
us, as it had our predecessor the Notou. When we finally
pulled in alongside the Noumea wharf, I had the terrible
feeling however that the people there were not nearly as
worried about our fate as they were about whether or not
we had brought potatoes—and wine—to replenish the
island's supplies. We had.
At first it seemed that there was some doubt as to whether
we passengers could land. It appeared that between the
time of our departure from Australia and our arrival at
Noumea* ,a new regulation had been introduced that visitors
to New Caledonia must have visas. After much discussion
and production of letters from the Free French representa-
tives in Australia assuring us that no visas were required,
the situation was overcome by the police officer issuing us
with visas on the spot for a modest fee, and by the time we
stepped ashore the law's requirements had been fulfilled.
Customs regulations are reduced to the minimum at New
Caledonia. Even articles such as cameras and typewriters,
which in most countries cause an expression of savage joy to
steal across customs officers5 faces, in New Caledonia are
hardly glanced at, and one has a sense of being welcomed,
even by the customs officials.
On each of three visits to New Caledonia, my reactions
on arrival have been the same. Why don't we in Australia
know more about the place ? Right at our front door, we
have the opportunity of imbibing another atmosphere,
studying another culture, and practising another language
that most of us are taught at school ; yet only a handful of
people seem to have heard of the colony, and a still smaller
number ever to have visited it.
Added to the delights of living French, eating and drinking
French, hearing and speaking French, is the attraction that

